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Digital storytelling gives vcice to Slerra Valley farmers

Traci Bue
Staff Writer
tbue@plumasnews.com

Sierra Valley landowners
are exploring a new ap-
proach to education and ad-
vocacy of the land and a
lifestyle they hope to pre-
serve for themselves and for
generations to come,

Through autobiographical
recordings, background mu-
sic and a collage of individu-
ally selected visual images,
ranchers, farmers and
landowners give a living his-
tory of and from the land.

The place-based dialogues
about agricultural viability
and resource stewardship of
the Sierra Valley tell of the
personal challenges, re-
wards and hurdles faced by

Slerra Valley residents who
choose to hang on to their

rural way of life.

Called “Passion for the
Land,” the digital story-
telling project is a joint ef-
fort of the U.C. Davis Coop-
erative Extension in Plumas
and Sierra counties and The
Art of Regional Change at
U.C. Davis.

The project is a learning
and teaching tool uniting'r

another, and rural residents [
gain understanding of how
residents’ efforts connect to
the larger discussion of agri-
cultural viability and re- |
source stewardship.

In addition, officials gain
insight to the issues impact-
ing the region that better in-
forms policy reflective of re-

ion between
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faculty, students and locsl
organizations to create

the community and the uni-
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culture by increased collabo-  munity, will be enhanced by
ration and creative particl- one another.
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Choosing a builder for your dream
home, commercial building, or
remodeling project can be a big job.

hance community change
and maybe community
change can shape how schol-
arships and teaching are [
done,”
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sonal meaning have a tangi- Rancher Dave Gass tells i 2
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“It's a powerful way, in a- i
short amount of time, to con- 2
vey your connection to a
place or event or an issue in |
a way that other people can
absorb, and they can re-
spond to it in a place of in-
terest as opposed to negativi-
ty or combat,”

One of the storytellers,
Vinton rancher Dave Goss,
told his story in “Passing it
on.” Goss and his wife,
Doris, offer young, urban
dwellers from Reno a ranch
experience so they can ap-
preciate a connection to
where their food comes
from.

On a broader scale, visits
to the ranch give community
members an idea of how
their decisions at the ballot
box impact rural ranchers
like the Gosses.
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